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Fiscal Year 2027

Illinois Green Economy Network 
“FY27 IGEN RERTF Projects Grant”

Funded by the Renewable Energy Resources Trust Fund
through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

Notice of Funding Opportunity

Bidders’ Conference: June 25, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
Application Due Date/Time: July 31, 2026, 11:59 p.m.
Applications Submitted to: Zengine FY27_IGEN_Competitive Portal 
https://webportalapp.com/sp/fy27_igen_competitive


NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY (NOFO) 
FY27 IGEN RERTF PROJECTS GRANT
SUMMARY INFORMATION and INSTRUCTIONS
(NOTE:  Only FY27 Full Member IGEN Colleges are eligible to apply for this grant funding)

1.  Awarded By: Illinois Green Economy Network
2.  IGEN Contact: david.husemoller@igencc.org or 815/280-2236
3.  Funding Opportunity Title: IGEN RERTF Projects Grant 
4. Eligibility: Must Be a Full IGEN Member College with Paid FY27 Dues and signed Membership Subaward
5.  Grant Period: July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027 
6.  Award Range: $200,000 maximum
7.  Cost Sharing/Matching Requirement: No
8.  Indirect Costs Allowed: No
9.  Consulting and/or Planning Expenses Allowed: No
10. Architectural and/or Engineering Fees Allowed: No
11. Rebates or Incentives: Must be identified and included in the budget. 
12. Closing Date for Applications: July 31, 2026, 11:59 p.m. CDT
13. Multiple Projects: Allowed – but must identify priority ranking
14. Application(s) and ALL attachments MUST BE submitted as a single .pdf file 
15. Assistance: IGEN Admin Team (see last page of this document) 
17.  NOTE:  Applications for Lighting Projects Must Include the IGEN Lighting Calculations Worksheet (available on the IGEN website)

FY27 IGEN RERTF Projects Grant 

Background:
The Illinois Green Economy Network was awarded $2 million in funding for FY27 from the Renewable Energy Resources Trust Fund (RERTF) through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.
Purpose:  
Funding is to provide education and training in renewable energy and support energy efficiency technology on college campuses. Active IGEN member colleges are eligible to submit funding proposals for activities, programs and projects related to the grant’s Scope of Work. (See below) 
Criteria:  
Applications should be as detailed as possible for the review process.  Criteria for evaluation and review is based on the following:
· Alignment with the grant’s Scope of Work:  			Maximum 30 points
· Project Details/Plan:						Maximum 20 points
· Project Impact:						Maximum 20 points
· Fiscal Condition and Strength:				Maximum 15 points
· Need for Project:						Maximum 15 points
Total:	     100 points
· Bonus Points - One point for each of the immediate past three years in which the college did not receive a Competitive Funding subaward (Maximum 3 points)
Limitations:
Funding of project proposals is limited, based on the total available funds and other funding requests. All active member colleges should encourage their grant offices to seek support from IGEN staff prior to submission, if possible. 
Grant Deliverables:
· Carry out all activities as described in the project sub award.
· Submit required programmatic and fiscal reports on a quarterly basis (Quarterly by Oct. 15, 2026, Jan. 15, 2027, and April 15, 2027, and Final Report by July 15, 2027).
· Participate in all required meetings.
· Provide materials (e.g., curriculum) developed with grant funds.
· Share public relations materials with IGEN, such as photographs, press releases and/or social media posts, typically after the completion of the project. 
FY27 IGEN RERTF Projects Grant
SCOPE OF WORK

The grant’s scope of work includes the following, but is not limited to:
1. Curricula development and other support to build upon and enhance current or create new energy efficiency and renewable energy-related courses and programs (e.g., outreach and recruitment, enrollment, instructor training, demonstration and hands-on equipment, and employer engagement). 
 
2. Energy efficiency and renewable energy-related equipment installation for campuses, with a demonstration, education, or training component requirement (for instance, integrating into courses and programs, involving students in installation or management process, or providing other learning opportunities). Project should exceed standard energy efficiency standards, rather than simply meeting baseline code requirements. 

Examples include: 
· Lighting projects that reduce consumption of energy. 
· HVAC project funding for the difference in costs between baseline equipment that meets the energy code standards and a high efficiency system that exceeds them. 
· Building envelope improvements, such as insulation, air tight doors and windows. 
· Installation of solar PV panels, for energy production, call towers, charging workstations, etc.
· Projects identified and supported with SEDAC Technical Assistance.
· Note: Neither deferred maintenance proposals, consulting or planning service (architectural, engineering, etc.) fees are eligible for grant funding. 
 
3. Campus and community energy-related conferences, events, and workshops (for example, energy efficiency, the energy-water nexus, renewable and solar energy, or other related topics). 
 
4. Customized energy efficiency and renewable energy-related education and training with industry partners. Examples include: 
· Internship or apprenticeship programming for students with local employers.
· Energy-related outreach, education and training for hard-to-reach populations, such as low-income, minorities, returning citizens, and veterans.
· Consumer education and outreach related to energy efficiency, renewable energy, the smart grid, and new/other energy-related technology.
· Re-training workers from the coal industry in energy efficiency and renewable energy.
· Solar panel recycling and repurposing.


5. Energy-related events, efforts and partnerships for career pathways to grow the green workforce (for instance, business and industry partnerships, career fairs, and other recruitment strategies, etc.). 
 
6. Other new and innovative options for energy-related activities, programs, and projects. 


FY27 IGEN RERTF PROJECTS GRANT
GRANT AWARD APPLICATION

COLLEGE NAME:			Click or tap here to enter text.

DISTRICT NUMBER:			Click or tap here to enter text.

PROJECT TITLE/DESCRIPTION:	Click or tap here to enter text.


IGEN LIAISON:				Click or tap here to enter text.
PHONE AND EMAIL:			Click or tap here to enter text.

PROJECT LEAD:				Click or tap here to enter text.
PHONE AND EMAIL:			Click or tap here to enter text.

BUSINESS/FINANCE CONTACT:	Click or tap here to enter text.
PHONE AND EMAIL:			Click or tap here to enter text.

[bookmark: _Hlk168059290]AMOUNT OF FUNDING REQUESTED:		Click or tap here to enter text.

PROPOSAL CATEGORY (select one below):  
☐ Sustainable Ag/Food				☐ Renewable Energy
☐ Curriculum Development				☐ Energy Efficiency
☐ Other		



PROJECT PROPOSAL NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Provide as much detail and information as possible to fully address each required content area, upon which your proposal will be evaluated.

Alignment (30 pts.)  
Describe in detail how your project is aligned with the grant’s scope of work related to energy efficiency and/or renewable energy.

Click or tap here to enter text.

Project Details/Plan (20 pts.)
Describe your plan/process for successfully implementing your project. Clearly describe the project activities and any partners engaged, such as EnergySense. Include a detailed project schedule/timeline and identify the person(s) who will be responsible for carrying out and tracking each activity during the grant period. Identify how you intend to share news about your project (e.g., social media, press release, student newspaper, etc.). 

Click or tap here to enter text.

Project Impact (20 pts.)
Provide details on the required demonstration, education, or training component required. For example: who and how many individuals (faculty/staff, students or community members) will be impacted because of the project and in what way?  If applicable, provide metrics of performance such as kWh’s saved, carbon offsets, efficiency gains, or other impacts the project will have. Attach any supporting documentation (e.g., Lighting Calculation Worksheet, etc.).
Click or tap here to enter text.

Fiscal Condition and Strength (15 pts.)
Provide a proposed Project Budget (see table below). Attach any and all supporting documentation (e.g., estimates, quotes, equipment cut sheets, rebate information, etc.) Note: If applicable, identify any available rebates or incentives and include them within the budget.  Failure to do so may result in loss of points. 
Click or tap here to enter text.
[bookmark: _Hlk139198735]

Proposed Project Budget Detail: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk168408773]Budget Expenditure Category
	Amount requested
	Cost share (not required)
	Description

	Personnel (Salaries & Wages)
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Fringe Benefits
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Travel
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Equipment
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Supplies
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contractual Services
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Construction
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Occupancy (Rent & Utilities)
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Telecommunications
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Training & Education
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Miscellaneous
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Rebates and/or Incentives
	
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Total
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


[bookmark: _Hlk139616268]Project Need (15 pts.)
Please explain why your college needs this project, and why the IGEN grant would be an appropriate source for the project funding. Tell us how funding this project moves the needle forward on your campus in those areas covered by the scope of the grant. Describe any additional federal or state rebates or other incentives (if available) that you will use to leverage funding for this project.
Click or tap here to enter text.




Checklist (Reminder to include the following critical information):
☐	Detailed narrative of project, including quantitative measures of success and metrics (for instance, calculations/estimates for cost and energy savings, number of courses, events, or trainings created or offered, number of students trained, public relations plan etc.)
☐	Detailed estimated project schedule or timeline.
☐	Detailed estimated budget.
☐	Backup documentation (for instance, cost estimates and quotes, cut sheets and flyers, and additional information supporting the proposal, as appropriate).
☐	Please check here if your project is eligible for any incentives or rebates.

To Submit Your Proposal:
1. Complete the project application (begins on Page 6) and combine it with all required attachments into one document. Lighting spreadsheets (if indicated) should be submitted separately as Excel file. Multiple applications should be submitted separately. 
2. Save the file as a PDF and name it as follows: [college name].[your name].FY27Proposal
3. Zengine FY27_IGEN_Competitive Portal Please: https://webportalapp.com/sp/fy27_igen_competitive
4. Copy your college IGEN administrative team contact.

QUESTIONS:
If you have any questions, please contact your primary IGEN team member:
David Husemoller, Executive Director
E: david.husemoller@igencc.org
P: (815) 280-6623

Tim Gibson, Program Coordinator
E: tim.gibson@igencc.org
P: (618) 534-0134

Brad McCormick, Financial Advisor/Program Coordinator
E: brad.mccormick@igencc.org
P: (618) 925-0409
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